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SCENE 1 

FADE IN: 

         EXT     --OUTSIDE OF AN EMERGENCY ROOM       --AFTERNOON 

BAY AREA of a hospital.  An ambulance leaves as another ambulance drives up to the 

hospital entrance. 

CLOSE ANGLE ON  the EMTs as they step out to pull the patient from the back of the 

ambulance.   The doors to the hospital open as two nurses and a doctor come out of the 

hospital to meet the EMTs in the bay area.   There is blood all over the patient’s chest.  

The doctors and nurses rush the patient into the hospital as the EMTs continue to tell 

the stats of the patient.  

WIDE ON to a young woman in a nurse uniform rolling in a patient on a wheelchair.  

Nobody notices her as she rolls the patient into the waiting room and leaves him sitting 

in the middle of the chaos.  The young woman disappears into a back room.  

FADE OUT 

SCENE 2 

FADE IN:  

         INT.       --INSIDE OF AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL      --MORNING 

SMALL PAROCHIAL elementary school with girls in uniform running around. 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON  the two officers walking into the building and down the hall to the 

office of administration.   

 

WIDE ON outside the administration office through the window as the officers tell 

Sister Anne some news and she clutches her pearls as she sits down into the chair. 

 

(Camera moves on inside the administration office to catch the remainder of the 

conversation). 
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SISTER ANNE 

Oh that poor girl. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

Are you ok Sister? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

I will be fine.  I’m just so sorry for that poor girl.  All she had left was her dad. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

Is her mom not involved in her life? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

The mom walked away from the family when Candace was in preschool.  She must have 

been around 4 or something.  It’s just her and her dad now. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

Does she have any other family in the area?  Like a grandparent or aunt and uncles? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

(Sister Anne gets up from her chair to go to the file cabinet as she continues to speak 

with the officers) 

None that I am aware of but I can get you her file and see if there is any next of kin 

listed. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

I would appreciate it.  Is there a counselor here who could help tell Candace the news?  

 

SISTER MARY 

(Sister Mary, another nun, walks into the administration office) 

What news Sister Anne? 

 



3 

SISTER ANNE 

Officers this is the principal Sister Mary.  Sister Mary, this is Officer Malika and Officer 

Todd.  They just told me that the father of Candace, in Sister Ruby’s class, was killed in a 

massive explosion at his home just this morning. 

 

SISTER MARY 

What? (Mary makes the sign of the cross).  Oh my God.  That poor child.  She did make 

it into school didn’t she Sister Anne? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Yes.  In fact, she walked in with me this morning so I know she came to school at her 

usual time. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

Well the neighbor’s camera shows Candace leaving her home at 7:45 am.  So she had 

plenty of time to make it to the school before the explosion.  How did Candace look 

when she walked in with you Sister Anne? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

She looked fine to me.  We didn’t have much of a conversation but we never talk anyway.  

She is not much of a talker.  She keeps to herself mostly.   She is almost always the first 

one in school.   

 

OFFICER TODD 

But your school does not start until 8:45 and she lives only 15 minutes away.  Why is she 

coming to school a whole hour early everyday? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

I suspect she comes in early to make sure she gets some breakfast.  I don’t think dad 

worries about making sure she has a good meal. 

 

SISTER MARY 
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Stop it Sister Anne.  We must not speak ill of the dead.  God rest his soul. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

I’m just saying. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

Does Candace have anyone to whom she is particularly close?  Like a teacher or a 

friend? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

She pretty much stays to herself during recess.  She reads a lot of books and is always 

writing in her journal or something.  I think she has a problem with making friends. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

Well that is not good.  Does anybody know what she is writing in her journal? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Oh no.  Candace does not let anyone see the journal.  Once, it took me and two other 

teachers to get her off a little boy who happened to glance in her journal. 

 

OFFICE MALIKA 

What did the little boy see in her journal? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

I am not sure.  He said something about how she was a witch and had spells in the book 

but we didn’t pay too much attention to what he had to say.  These days every kid thinks 

they’re a witch thanks to those Harry Potter books.  Besides, he left the school the next 

week and we never saw him again. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

Does it say in your files where they transferred the little boy? 
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SISTER ANNE 

I would have to look through and try to find his file.  I’m not sure if the family even 

stayed in town to be honest with you. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

Well, if you find that file, please call me to pick it up. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

But other than that, Candace appears to be really sweet.  She is as smart as can be.  She 

is top of her class. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

That is good. 

 

SISTER MARY 

Officers, how does this little boy connect to what happened with Candace’s dad?  I’m not 

sure we can give out any information about the little boy without the proper permission 

since he is a minor. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

We can obtain a warrant if you want Sister Mary but we just have to make sure we check 

everything to make sure we provide Candace with the best help possible. 

 

SISTER MARY 

I will talk with the archbishop and see how we can be the best help to you without 

violating anyone's rights.   

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

I would appreciate it. 

 

SISTER MARY 

(Sister Mary turns to look at Sister Anne) 
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Did you happen to  pull Candace’s file Sister Anne so we can see if she has any family in 

the area? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Yes.  Here is the file right here.  She does not have any next of kin listed. 

 

SISTER MARY 

Well, call the counselor in here with Candace and we will meet in my office to tell her the 

news.  Please have Father O’Brien meet me in my office too.  We want as much support 

as we can get to help Candace with hearing the news about her father. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Yes Sister Mary.  Poor girl. 

 

SISTER MARY 

Come on officers.  I will take you to my office while we wait for everyone to arrive. 

 

(The three walk into Sister Mary’s office and close the door behind them). 

FADE OUT 

 

SCENE 3 

FADE IN:  

         INT.       --INSIDE OF AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL      --MORNING 

SMALL OFFICE with a little girl and 5 adults having a discussion. 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON  the little girl sitting in a chair with tears in her eyes but her eyes 

emotionless as if the tears were just for show.   

 

WIDE ON the look on the officers eyes as they study the little girl intensely.  Officer 

Todd seems puzzled but is still keeping the conversation going so as to get all of the 

information. 

OFFICER MALIKA 
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I know this is hard Candace but we just want to make sure we find out what happened to 

your dad. 

 

SISTER MARY 

Are you sure we can’t do this another time?  This little girl has gone through enough. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

I understand that it may seem cold of us to ask these questions right now but the mind 

starts to forget things or make things up if too much time passes. 

 

SISTER MARY 

(Sister Mary shakes her head) 

Still. 

 

BISHOP O’BRIAN 

It’s ok Sister.  I’m sure Candace is stronger than we think.  I rather they ask the question 

now while we are in the room than when she is alone with no one to defend her. 

 

SISTER MARY 

(Sister Mary looks over at Sister Beatrice, the counselor for confirmation) 

What do you think Sister Beatrice?  Do you think it’s ok for Candace to answer these 

questions right now? 

 

SISTER BEATRICE 

I think it’s ok as long as Candace knows she can stop this interview at any time. 

 

SISTER MARY 

(Sister Mary turns to Candace) 

Ok then Candace.  If you feel like you need a break or anything, let us know and we will 

stop all of these questions. 

 

CANDACE 
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Yes Sister Mary. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

So Candace, when you left your house this morning, did you notice anything unusual 

about your father. 

 

CANDACE 

No.  He was still sleeping when I left.  He was out late last night so I just woke up, got 

dressed and came to school.   

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

When you left your house, did you smell anything?  Did you by chance cook something 

and forget to turn the fire off? 

 

CANDACE 

No.  I don’t usually cook anything during the week.  I don’t want to be late.  Besides, my 

dad pays for breakfast at the school so I just eat breakfast here before classes get started. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

Now think, did you notice anyone hanging around your house when you left this 

morning? 

 

CANDACE 

No.  But I wasn’t looking for anyone. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

Do you think maybe you wrote something in your journal that could help us? 

 

CANDACE 

No! 

 

OFFICER TODD 
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(Officer Todd looks over at Officer Malika) 

Well, you may think something is not important and it could be very important.  If we 

get a chance to look at your journal, we could decide if there is anything of value in what 

you wrote this morning. 

 

CANDACE 

I don’t like people in my journal.  There is nothing in that journal but my personal 

thoughts. 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

We do not need to keep it.  We can take a quick glance in the book and give it right back 

to you. 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace’s face turns to anger) 

I am not giving up my journal and you cannot make me.  Under the 4th Amendment, 

you cannot take my journal without a warrant. 

 

SISTER MARY 

Calm down Candace.  Officers, I think that is enough for today.  If you have any more 

questions, feel free to come back with a warrant.  

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

But-- 

 

OFFICER TODD 

(Officer Todd gets up from the chair and motions Officer Malika to do the same). 

Thank you Sister Mary and everyone for your time.  We are sorry for your loss Candace.  

If you need anything from us, just let us know.  We will see ourselves out. 

 

(The officers see themselves out of the office and back into the waiting area where 

Sister Anne was still behind the desk). 
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SISTER ANNE 

How did that poor girl take the news? 

 

OFFICER MALIKA 

She took it better than we expected. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Well, you know how these kids are these days.  They will wait until they are alone to 

show their feelings.  Maybe when she is alone she will grieve. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

We hope so.  By the way, did you find the file for that young man who saw her journal?  

What was his name again? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

His name was Timothy Johnson.  They moved out to Cobb County but I don’t know 

where he is in school now. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

You don’t happen to have his new address in your file? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Well--I would have to check with Sister Mary to give you the file. 

 

OFFICER TODD 

It’s ok Sister Anne.  You have done more than enough.  If we need anything else, we will 

call you.  You have a great day Sister Anne. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Thank you officers. 
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(The pair walk out of the administration office and head out of the door). 

FADE OUT 

 

SCENE 4 

FADE IN:  

         INT.       --FAMILY COURT      --AFTERNOON 

INSIDE A SMALL courtroom with just a few people in attendance.  There aren’t too 

many people in the gallery. 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON  little Candace sitting at the defendant’s table.  Her composure is 

still as she listens to the judge give the verdict. 

 

WIDE ON the courtroom with Sister Anne, Sister Mary and Bishop O’Brien sitting 

behind Candace.  Timothy Johnson is sitting on the other side with his parents along 

with Chief Robinson. 

 

JUDGE SMITH 

Please have your client stand for the reading of the verdict. 

(Candace stands to have them read her sentence) 

 

JUDGE SMITH 

I understand that this is a sensitive case with the defendant being a minor but I will have 

no outburst in this courtroom today.   

 

(The gallery nods as they hold hands preparing for the reading of the verdict) 

 

JUDGE SMITH 

As to the death of Mr. Blackwell, I find the defendant not guilty.  There wasn’t enough 

information to convince me that Miss Candace Blackwell put anything in motion to 

cause the death of her father.  Although the information in the journal was disturbing, I 

did not find that the Plaintiff proved their case against the defendant beyond a 

reasonable doubt. 
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(The judge paused for a minute to allow the gallery a minute to accept the verdict). 

 

JUDGE SMITH 

As to the petition to keep Miss Candace Blackwell in an institute until she reaches the 

age of 18 to address her mental well-being, I have to say I have to side with the plaintiff.  

The information in the journal and the diagnoses from the psychologist lead me to 

believe that in light of her father’s death, Miss Candace Blackwell does need to be placed 

in a mental institute to receive the help she needs.  Six months before Miss Blackwell’s 

18th birthday, we will reconvene to make sure she is mentally healthy enough to leave 

the institute and resume her normal life.  That is the decision of the court at this time.  

Court is adjourned. 

 

BAILIF 

Please rise. 

 

(The judge and bailiff exit the courtroom through a door on the side.  The nuns come up 

to give Candace a hug before she is taken away.  While she is giving the sisters a hug, 

Candace looks over at Timothy Johnson with a look of warning.  Timothy turns red 

and starts running out of the courtroom with his parents close behind). 

  

SISTER ANNE 

I never did trust that crybaby. 

 

SISTER MARY 

Sister Anne!  We need to focus on keeping Candace’s spirits up right now and not fuel 

any hate toward that boy.  He is just sensitive. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

If not for him making so much out of nothing, Candace would not be going to that 

stupid institute.   
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SISTER MARY 

It’s not so bad.  She will at least be safe.  I know you will make the best of it Candace.  

You always were a strong one. 

 

CANDACE 

I’ll be fine Sister Mary.  Sister Anne, I hope you will come visit me. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Of course dear.  I will not forget about you. 

 

CANDACE 

Please come soon Sister Anne. 

 

(The officers walk over to take Candace away.  She waves back to the group showing 

sadness but as she turns to head out of the courtroom, a slow smile spreads over her 

lips and her eyes turn dark showing an evil plan was forming in her head). 

 

SCENE 5 

FADE IN:  

         EXT        --MENTAL INSTITUTE FOR CHILDREN          --MIDDAY 

GARDEN AREA of a Mental Institute with kids all around. 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON a nun and a child sitting under a tree.  They appear to be in a 

conversation.   

 

WIDE ON the yard with children and teenagers all around, some talking to 

themselves, some chasing imaginary butterflies, some just sitting there with dead looks 

in their eyes and others talking with their guests or chaperones. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

How have you been dear? 
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CANDACE 

How would you like it being around all of these crazy people all of the time (Candace 

motions to the other girls in the garden)? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Well, it’s not the best thing but I know that God has bigger things for you. 

 

CANDACE 

Sister Anne, have you been able to get the court to agree to let me go to the institute in 

Haiti? 

 

SISTER ANNE 

I’m not even sure why you want to leave the states and go to such a far away island.  You 

don’t know anybody in Haiti. 

 

CANDACE 

But that is where my mom was born.  I would like to connect with my roots while I am 

locked away with a bunch of crazy people. 

 

SISTER ANNE 

But you don’t even speak the language. 

 

CANDACE 

You know I am the smartest kid you know.  Learning the language will not be an issue 

for me.   

 

SISTER ANNE 

I guess.  I’m just worried you will be all alone.  I will not be able to come visit you. 

 

CANDACE 

That is fine.  You know I like my own company anyway.   
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SISTER ANNE 

Well, I did get the attorney to petition the judge to send you to the Institute in Haiti.  

You will leave here on Friday and be settled by Saturday. 

 

CANDACE 

Thank you so much Sister Anne.  I know if anyone could convince them to let me go, it 

would be you.  This is for you.   

(Candace picks up a gift bag from under the chair and hands it to the nun.  It is a 

wooden figurine of an angel.  Sister Anne picks it up and holds it close to her heart). 

 

SISTER ANNE 

Thank you Candace.  That is really sweet of you.  I will cherish it. 

 

CANDACE 

It was my pleasure. 

 

(The camera walks away from the pair to look at a disturbance near the gate.  A child 

starts screaming because she tripped and fell in a patch of grass.  Above her, there is a 

bees hornet in the tree.  The bees start flying out and everybody in the garden goes 

crazy.  The nurses try to get all of the girls to head back inside the building.  The 

camera turns back to Sister Anne and Candace.  Candace is crying and Sister Anne’s 

neck has fallen over into her chest like nothing can be done.  The nurses try to push 

Candace back into the building as a doctor runs out to touch Sister Anne’s neck.  He 

shakes his head after a minute and Candace starts screaming.  Someone must pick 

Candace up and bring her back into the building). 

FADE OUT 

 

SCENE 6 

FADE IN:  

         INT         --POLICE STATION          --MORNING 

POLICE LOBBY in the city.  Police officers are walking around the station.  Some on 

their phones and others conversing together about their respective cases. 



16 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON a woman sitting at a table inside a room.  A strange look on her 

face as she studies the two officers walking around the table.   

 

WIDE ON a woman standing in another room looking through a see-through glass at 

the woman being interrogated by the officers.  She has a file that she is skimming 

through as she continues to stare at the woman’s face. 

 

OFFICER WILLIAMSON 

(Officer Williamson stands across from Candace but is not blocking the captain’s view 

to Candace) 

So, are you going to just sit over there and not say anything? 

 

CANDACE 

(Nurse Candace is sitting on her chair quietly but calculating) 

Say anything about what officers?  I keep telling you that I don’t know anything about 

what you two have been asking me. 

 

OFFICER STANTON 

(walking around the room but choosing to stay behind Candace) 

Do you think that we can be fooled by this act of yours?  You think we are going to 

believe you are too stupid to come up with such a devious plan? 

 

CANDACE 

(Suddenly you see an expression on Candace’s face.  Her forehead creases and her 

glare turns dark as she glances over her shoulder at Stanton but only partially turning 

her head) 

You think Im stupid?  (pauses for a moment).  I have an IQ that is higher than what you 

make a day and you are calling me stupid? 

 

OFFICER STANTON 

Well, if you act stupid, we are going to call you stupid. 
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CANDACE 

Be very careful Officer Stanton.  I wouldn’t use the word “stupid” so loosely if I were 

you.  I don’t take kindly to my intelligence being mocked. 

 

OFFICER STANTON 

(Officer Stanton gives a dry laugh) 

Was that a threat nurse Candace?  You think you scare me? 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace turns back to face Williamson but that look is still on her face) 

Are you scared of me Officer Stanton?  I have been sworn to save a life  (Candace looks 

directly in the mirror to the Sergeant) and not take a life. 

 

OFFICER WILLIAMSON 

So you didn’t conspire with Stanlay when he killed Felix? 

 

CANDACE 

I-- 

 

OFFICER WILLIAMSON 

Let me let you save your breath Nurse Candace.  (Throws a picture of Candace letting 

Stanlay into her apartment on the table).  Don’t bother telling me that you don’t know 

who this Stanlay character might be. 

 

CANDACE 

(Lifts her shoulders up and down).  You know officer Williamson, I am versed in many 

different subjects.  I hope you had a warrant to follow me around and document my 

whereabouts.   

 

OFFICER STANTON 
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(Stanton stands in front of Candace slams his fists on the table then looked Candace in 

the face) 

Let me worry about the warrant.  You worry about answering my questions.  Now, how 

long have you known Stanlay and been using him as a partner in your crimes? 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace smirks at Stanton) 

I already told you officers, I do not commit any crimes.  I’m a law-abiding citizen.  As to 

this Stanlay character, maybe one night, more than one night.  I don’t know.  It depends 

on what you can prove. 

 

WILLIAMSON 

(Williamson pushes Stanton out of the way as if to tell him to calm down.  Stanton 

walks around the table to the side of Candace to continue looking at her) 

Fine Nurse Candace.  What is the relationship with you and Stanlay? 

 

CANDACE 

 He’s an ex who wasn’t worth keeping around. 

 

OFFICER WILLIAMSON 

So you guys aren’t together anymore? 

 

CANDACE 

(Looks at the mirror again as if the Sergeant was standing right in front of her). 

Together?  I was never together with him.  I don’t have relationships with weak men 

(then Candace looks over her shoulder at Officer Stanton).  Plus, I have never needed to 

conspire with anyone in my life. 

 

 OFFICER STANTON 

Maybe if you had a man to conspire with, you wouldn’t be here today. 

 

CANDACE 
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Officer Stanton, I understand that in your mind you think a woman cannot live without 

you.  You probably think you are smarter than some females.  But the truth is, a man 

can be manipulated to do anything as long as their penis is still operational.  Does your 

penis still work Officer Stanton? 

 

(A knock is heard at the mirror.  Both officers look at the mirror and then head out of 

the room) 

 

CANDACE 

See you soon Officer Stanton. 

 

A few moments later, walks in Chief Robinson by herself. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Good afternoon Candace.  My name is Chief Robinson.  I understand my officers 

brought you in because they feel you have some connection with an open case that is 7 

years old. 

 

CANDACE 

That is what they have been trying to explain to me.  Like I told them, I do not know 

anything about a Mr. Felix and how he may have died. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

They did tell me that you claim to not know anything about Mr. Felix’s death.  Is it 

possible that you were an unwilling participant? 

 

CANDACE 

If I was involved in any type of “murder,” I would have to have been an unwilling 

participant.  As I told your officers, I have been sworn to protect a life and not take a life. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Chief Robinson opens a file and shows a picture of Felix to Candace) 
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Do you recall the night that Mr. Felix was brought into your hospital? 

 

CANDACE 

Not really.  I have seen many people while working in that hospital.  Is this part of some 

medical malpractice case?  Is this why you have brought me here?  You know, my union 

can address any concerns if this is some type of medical malpractice case. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Calm down Nurse Candace.  This has nothing to do with a medical malpractice case. 

(Robinson turns to another picture of Candace rolling Felix into the hospital). 

 

CANDACE 

I still don’t recall this Felix character.  It looks like I was just doing my job rolling an 

injured man into the hospital. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

So you don’t remember how you came across the body of Mr. Felix is what you are 

telling me?  I found that hard to believe.  (Robinson turns to another picture) About 15 

minutes before we see you on the hospital camera, we were able to capture Mr. Stanlay 

on the security camera at a private residence stabbing Mr. Felix. 

 

CANDACE 

Oh my, that is horrible.  I had no idea that Stanlay stabbed this poor man.  Seems like 

you have the case solved as to who murdered that poor man.  If you want me to tell you 

where you can find Stanlay, I don’t know. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

No worries.  We already know where he is at the moment. 

 

(suddenly a look of disdain crosses Candace’s face) 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 
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Oh.  Are we done playing this clueless game all of a sudden? 

 

CANDACE 

The weak idiot. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Don’t worry.  The idiot has refused to speak against you.  But, we had enough to prove 

your involvement in the case. 

 

CANDACE 

My involvement?  Again, I was not involved.  I did not see me in the picture you have 

there when Felix was being stabbed by Stanlay. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Chief Robinson turns to another picture in the file) 

Maybe this will clear up some things for you.  These are the pictures of you walking in 

and out of Mr. Felix’s room after the doctor declared him stable. 

 

CANDACE 

He had major surgery if he was stabbed in the abdomen area like the picture alluded, 

anything could have happened in post op.  Do you know that the chances of death after 

major surgery to the abdomen can be as high as 17%? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Although I do not know the exact numbers, I’m sure having a lethal combination of 

drugs placed in his IV did not increase his chances of waking up after surgery. 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace folds her hands under her chin to look directly at Chief Robinson) 

So you are making the jump that I must have placed something in his IV to cause his 

death?   
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(Chief Robinson nods in Candace’s direction). 

 

CANDACE 

If you are asking me that question, it must mean that you can’t prove that I placed 

anything in his IV. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

The problem with that theory Candace, is that because of where your hospital is located, 

drugs are closely monitored in that hospital.  So I know exactly what drugs you carried 

and how much of it you used even seven years ago. 

 

CANDACE 

Who is going off on a theory now?  (Candace crosses her arms on her chest as she sits 

back to study Chief Robinson).  Have you ever lived on a farm Chief Robinson? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

No. 

 

CANDACE 

Well, be thankful you have never heard the horrible squeal of a horse after he has been 

badly hurt.  Even a grown man will stumble hearing the scream of an injured horse.  

This is why farmers will shoot down their prized horse rather than let them suffer.  

Mercy killing they call it. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

So you are going to try and convince me that Felix’s death was sort of a mercy killing? 

 

CANDACE 

Well Chief Robinson, if you have ever been stabbed in the abdomen, you would know 

that the pain feels like you are being ripped from inside by an electric saw.  A lot of 

people cannot handle that pain.  So, Mr Felix could have very well requested to be put 

out of his misery.  That doesn’t make me a killer. 
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CHIEF ROBINSON 

Depends on who is asking...So, is this you preparing your defense Nurse Candace? 

 

CANDACE 

Well, it sounds like you are preparing a case against me so I have to be prepared.   

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Let’s take a step back Candace.  Let’s start with what do you want me to call you? 

 

CANDACE 

My name is Can-- 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

If I had to guess, I would say the right person I need to speak with right now is 

Clemency. 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace finally gives up the pretense and looks directly at Robinson and smiles) 

Good guess. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Robinson goes on as if Candace did not speak) 

Clemency always strikes me as odd for a name.  But in your case, I imagine Clemency 

has a real meaning to you.  Why do you call yourself Clemency? 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace looks at Robinson with understanding) 

Can’t Clemency be just a name? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 
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Not in your case…(Robinson looks at Candace for a second)  I know Clemency means 

mercy.  So who are you showing Mercy?  The guys you convince are calling the shots or 

the poor guys you kill? 

 

CANDACE 

I knew there was a smart woman behind those two clowns calling the shots.  Do you let 

them believe they are smarter than you? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Robinson shows a faint smile as she looks back at Candace and arch her brows for a 

quick second). 

Whatever it takes to get the job done.   

 

CANDACE 

So I guess you think you know me now? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

I’m sure you could still surprise me.   

 

CANDACE 

Hmmh (Candace smirks) 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Robinson crosses her arms, leans closer and looks straight at Candace as if she is 

about to do a checkmate). 

So, did you start calling yourself Clemency after you convinced yourself that blowing up 

the house to kill your father was a mercy killing? 

 

CANDACE 

(A dark look shows up on Candace’s face out of nowhere) 

That man was not my father. 
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CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Robinson leans back in her chair with her arms still crossed). 

Yes he was your father.  You know the saying, DNA never lies. 

 

(Candace tries to jump from the chair to get to Robinson but the handcuffs pull her 

back). 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Robinson gives a smirk) 

Calm down Clementine.  Why are you so jumpy? 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace takes a deep breath and looks in Robinson’s face) 

Didn’t you read the report?  The gas leak was accidental.  Nobody could have known that 

the house would blow up on a busy Monday morning while the bastard was getting 

ready for work. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Except for the math genius who lived in the home.  Only somebody who is truly smart 

could figure out the exact angle to cut the wire so the gas pump would blow up exactly  

15 minutes after you left the home. 

 

CANDACE 

Another good theory of yours.  However, I was found not guilty in that case.  So your 

theory will always be a theory you cannot prove. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Fine then.  Let’s talk about Sister Anne. 

 

CANDACE 

What about her?  It devastated me when she died right in front of me so many years ago.  

I really had a very troubled childhood. 
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CHIEF ROBINSON 

If you ask me, it was the people who tried to love you that had a troubling end. 

 

CANDACE 

I believe she died of a heart attack.  They sent me to Haiti soon after her death so I do 

not know the particulars of her death. 

  

CHIEF ROBINSON 

You know it always seemed weird to me how that bee hive was distrubed so easily by a 

kid tripping and falling on the ground.  A bee hive is usually not that weak. 

 

CANDACE 

So now you are trying to say I tempered with a bee hive that was far from me when the 

beehive fell and broke open. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

You think it’s coincidental that Sister Anne who was highly allergic to bees died at that 

exact time? 

 

CANDACE 

How else could it be explained? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Well, someone collected the pollen from the bees ahead of time and laced a figurine with 

the pollen and handed it to Sister Anne minutes before her death. 

 

CANDACE 

Another great theory.  I think you watch too much NCIS or something. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 
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No Candace.  I just study every clue until everything makes sense.  Her having a heart 

attack at that exact moment just didn’t seem right. 

 

CANDACE 

Maybe she saw the bees and panicked. Could be what caused her heart attack. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

If you were not involved, that could be an explanation but I already know that you were 

mad at her for telling the officers about Timothy Johnson.  Nobody would have known 

about what was in your journal if they did not locate Timothy.  After all, you went 

through a lot of pains to create a fake journal that was quite innocent. 

 

CANDACE 

If you are looking for me to confirm anything, you will be waiting a long time. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

No.  I don’t need a confirmation from you.  Especially, when I can place you in Haiti 

when these other deaths occured on the island. 

 

CANDACE 

Now, you are really reaching.  People die all of the time. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

I notice you did not deny anything.  The thing with that island is that people don’t 

believe anything on face value.  They listen to their intuitions.  I have notes on all those 

deaths from the islanders. 

 

CANDACE 

That was always their problem.  They are nosy and can’t let people have peace. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Well, their nosiness built a case against you. 
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CANDACE 

You cannot prosecute me in Haiti and I will not allow them to send me back to that 

country. 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

No worries.  They don’t want you back anyway.  Besides, we want you worse than they 

want you. 

 

CANDACE 

Oh.  Why is that? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

Because we finally have all the proof we need to prove you are a monster. 

 

CANDACE 

What?  That mercy killing with Mr. Felix? 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

(Robinson stands up and folds up the folder and looks down at Candace) 

Nope.  The attempted murder of Dr. McDonald.   

 

(Candace gasps) 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 

You see Clementine, when your family has money, you can keep a life on life support 

until secrets are discovered.   

 

CANDACE 

But-- 

 

CHIEF ROBINSON 
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Save it for the jury Clementine.  You won’t get to go play crazy this time in some 

institute. 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace looks at Robinson up and down and glares) 

 

ROBINSON 

Like you said, I am the brains in this office.  (Robinson starts walking toward the door 

and stops to look back at Candace).  The state will be seeking the death penalty for you 

this time. 

 

(Fire can be seen in Candace’s eyes as she looks at the door closing behind Robinson). 

 

FADE OUT 

 

SCENE 7 

FADE IN: 

 INT --PRISON CELL   --MORNING 

IN THE CELL, a prison hallway with habitants in several cells.  It was unusually quiet 

for this time of day. 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON Candace laying on a cot in one of the cells.  It seems like she was 

dreaming as she tossed on the cot with an evil look on her face. 

 

WIDE ANGLE ON a custodian walking back and forth with a mop in his hand.  The 

keys on his belt jangling as he moved down the hall from one side to the next mopping 

the floor. 

 

FADE OUT 

 

SCENE 8 

FADE IN:  
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         INT         --MENTAL INSTITUTE          --MIDDAY 

IN THE HALLWAY, you can hear metal hitting on metal.  It was as if someone was 

banging a metal spoon against an old-time heater.  In the distance you could hear keys 

jangling as doors are opened one by one and an old time cart being pushed from room 

to room. 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON a younger Candace on the monitor in a padded room talking to a 

rocking chair.  The chair appears to be moving all on its own as if nodding in 

understanding to the woman’s every word.   

 

WIDE ON two men watching the monitor.  One is a well-dressed doctor and the other 

was an orderly in a white shirt and slack.  

 

MR. JOHNSON 

I don’t get it doctor.  How you go into that room every day without wanting to try that 

one out. 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

What do you mean try her out?  (Dr. McDonald smirks as he points down to his ring).  

Don’t you see I’m married. 

 

MR. JOHNSON 

(Johnson laughs out loud at the joke) 

Yeah right.  We both know that you don’t let that ring stop you. 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

Don’t assume you know me there Johnson.  Besides, you are the one sitting here 

drooling at that 17 year old. 

 

MR. JOHNSON 

(Johnson shakes his head at McDonald) 

Well, in another few weeks, she will be out of here.  I need to make my move now. 
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DR. MCDONALD 

(McDonald frowns at Johnson and gives him cold stare) 

Well, you will not be bothering that one. 

 

MR. JOHNSON 

(Johnson laughs as if what the doctor said was in jest) 

Please man.  Since when did you have a heart for the people in here? 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

I don’t care about the rest of the people in here but that one right there is not to be 

touched by (McDonald looks Johnson up and down) you. 

 

MR. JOHNSON 

What do you ca--(Johnson stops to look at McDonald up and down)---Did you? 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

I told you, I am a married man.  Now, turn off the camera so I can do my session with 

her (McDonald turns to leave the security office). 

 

MR. JOHNSON 

You bastard (Johnson utters to the back of McDonald). 

 

CANDACE’S ROOM 

 

CANDACE 

I told you pop that you needed to watch where you landed your punch the next time.  I 

was not going to let you continue your abuse. 

 

(The rocking chair continues to rock back and forth) 

 

CANDACE 
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You think that the smirk on your face makes me feel bad about what happened to you.  

You deserved every bit of pain you suffered while your body burned in the explosion. 

 

(Candace walks over to the chair and kneels down as it continues to rock) 

 

CANDACE 

Don’t worry pop.  We can talk more when I get to hell with you. 

 

(A click is heard in the distance and then Candace smiles as she turns from the rocking 

chair to look at the camera over the door.  Candace goes to sit in the corner furthest 

from the door). 

 

CANDACE 

About time they turned that damn camera off.  I’m so sick of being here and pretending.  

Just a few more weeks and then I will be gone. 

 

(The door opens and in comes Dr. McDonald with a white cup and Candace’s medicine.  

The door closes behind him and they are left alone with no supervision). 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace gets up from her corner to walk over to McDonald when the door closed 

behind him) 

So you finally decided to stop by my room today.  Was that orderly still gawking at me 

on the camera? 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

(McDonald reaches over to grab Candace’s shoulder and she pushes away from him 

with a cold stare.  He pulls his hand away but not before giving her an angry look) 

Well, you can’t blame Johnson for wanting to make a go at you. 

 

CANDACE 

Well, I have no interest in weak men.  You are not weak are you McDonald? 
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DR. MCDONALD 

Not at all as you know. 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace smirks at the statement) 

Will you be back by my room before your shift ends? 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

I will try.  I am leaving early to go to my daughter’s recital. 

 

CANDACE 

Why?  That little girl only dances for food with her two left feet.  

 

DR. MCDONALD 

You know I have to keep up appearances for now. 

 

CANDACE 

Did you sign the papers so I can leave in 22 days? 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

I’m working on it. 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace glares at McDonald as her mood changes) 

What is taking so long?  All you have to do is sign the paper. 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

I need to make sure that the new county chief believes you are ready to leave. 

 

CANDACE 

I’m sure you can do it.  After all, you make everybody here believe you are a good guy. 
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DR. MCDONALD 

Yeah but it’s not that easy.  Besides, if you have to wait a year or two to leave here, it 

won’t kill you. 

 

CANDACE 

What are you saying? 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

I need to save some more money so one more year or two in here will not kill you. 

 

CANDACE 

(Candace’s face turns scary) 

McDonald, you promised you would sign the papers to let me out.  Don’t you dare cross 

me.  I don’t care about your savings.   

 

DR. MCDONALD 

You need to care.  I am going to have to support the both of us once we leave.  You would 

do well to remember that. 

 

CANDACE 

I don’t have time for games.  I have been quiet for now, but my silence will not last 

forever. 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

You think anyone would believe the words of a respected doctor over that of a deranged 

teenager? 

 

CANDACE 

I know I can be believable.  However, I know you will do exactly what I tell you. 

 

DR. MCDONALD 
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You think so? 

 

CANDACE 

I know so.  (Candace sneers at McDonald’s face).  Besides, I’m sure it will break your 

dear mom’s heart to know her spineless son raped a poor teenager under his care. 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

(McDonald steps close to Candace and lifts her chin up to look at him). 

You will not say anything to my mom or you will spend the next 20 years in this cage. 

 

CANDACE 

I will not! 

(Candace says as she reaches up with a smile on her face and sticks McDonald with a 

needle right behind the ear.  McDonald looks at Candace in shock as he falls to the 

floor.  Candace kneels down next to him and pulls out the syringe and puts it in 

McDonald’s pocket). 

 

DR. MCDONALD 

What did you do? 

 

CANDACE 

See, I had warned you that I am not the one to cross.  Your friend, Johnson, was able to 

sneak me the right amount of Carbon and Hydrogen to make the Propofol I needed in 

case you crossed me.   

 

DR. MCDONALD 

(McDonald is fighting to stay awake) 

You --   

 

CANDACE 

Save your breath McDonald.  By the time they find you in 15 minutes, you will be 

unconscious  and everyone will think you had a heart attack or something.   
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DR. MCDONALD 

You-- 

 

CANDACE 

Oh.  Are you worried about me?  Don’t be worried.  See when you left your pad the other 

night after your early withdrawal, I prepared and sent out the letter to the chief for my 

early release.  That Johnson came in handy after all.   

 

DR. MCDONALD 

(McDonald’s eyes show shock for a second) 

 

CANDACE 

Yes.  He did exactly what I wanted just like you did.  I always told you I hated weak men.  

Have a good night McDonald. 

 

(The alarm goes off suddenly) 

 

CANDACE 

Damn.  That stupid Johnson just couldn’t wait. 

 

(Candace returns to her corner in the cell as the door opens and she starts talking 

again to the empty rocking chair ignoring the commotion as more people run into the 

room to try and save McDonald). 

 

WIDE ON back to the prison hallway.   

 

CLOSE UP to Candace’s face as she lays sleeping on the bed with a smile on her face as 

she remembers the life of a killer. 

 

FADE OUT 
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SCENE 9 

FADE IN:  

         INT         --COURTROOM          --MIDDAY 

IN THE COURTROOM, everyone was quiet as the judge sat down in his chair.  

Everyone sat down once he took his seat 

 

CLOSE ANGLE ON Candace with her hair down, wearing a lovely blue dress with her 

hair parted to look years younger as if she was innocent of any crimes. 

 

WIDE ON the gallery where the sergeant and several officers sit waiting in 

anticipation. 

 

JUDGE STEPHEN 

Will the defendant please rise. 

 

Candace and her attorney stand as the judge prepares to give his verdict. 

 

JUDGE STEPHEN 

I have listened to the case between you, Miss Candace Blackwell and the state and I find 

that your actions have really been inexcusable.  It appears you have spent most of your 

life deceiving people into believing that your actions are justified.  You had fooled the 

previous court into thinking that you were an innocent kid who had just a case of bad 

luck.  Well, today, this farce ends.  I see you for exactly who you are.  I’m pretty 

convinced that you did cause your father’s death but since I cannot go back and rule on 

that case, I will proceed.  However, what I can rule on is the death of Mr. Felix.  I do 

believe that you did slip the drug into his IV just like you placed the drug into Mr. 

McDonald’s neck.  It was through the grace of God that Mr. McDonald survived long 

enough for a case to be built against you before his death. 

 

(Judge Stephen looks at the gallery and warns) 

There is to be no outburst in this court as I give out the verdict.  Anyone with any 

outburst will be escorted out and reprimanded by the court. 
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(Judge Stephen looks back at Candace to give her verdict) 

Although I think you are one of the most cold-hearted criminals I have seen in my court, 

the law only allows me to sentence you for so long.  Per the Official Code of Conduct Law 

in Georgia Code Title 16 Crimes and Offenses § 16-5-5, I am only permitted to sentence 

you to 10 years in jail for Mr. Elix.  So you will be held in a woman center for 10 years 

with no options for Parol.  Plus, you will serve 10 years for the death of Mr. McDonald.  

If you are lucky enough to survive your sentence, you will be placed on a 10 year 

probation when you leave the prison.  I suggest you think hard about your next move 

Mrs. Blackwell.  Court is adjourned 

 

BAILIFF 

All rise. 

 

(The Bailif and judge exit the courtroom through a side door). 

 

ATTORNEY BENJAMIN 

(Benjamin leans over to talk to Candace before she exits with the guards) 

I will talk to you in a few days. 

 

CANDACE 

(With her shaking and her eyes stormy, Candace whispers back to Benjamin) 

I told you before the case, I will not serve any time in jail. 

 

ATTORNEY BENJAMIN 

I told you before the case started, I would fight for you as much as I can  but I can only 

do so much for you. 

 

CANDACE 

This is not acceptable Benjamin. 

 

ATTORNEY BENJAMIN 
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I did my best defending you.  You should be thankful that you only have 10 years for the 

case against Elix.  I could not have foreseen that Dr. McDonald would die and a first 

degree murder charge would be added to your list of crimes. 

 

CANDACE 

But that cowardly doctor raped me.   

 

ATTORNEY BENJAMIN 

We can bring that up in your appeal.  I will speak to you later today about the next step. 

 

CANDACE 

We will see.  Enjoy your water Benjamin. 

 

OFFICER 

Please rise ma’am. 

 

CANDACE 

Whatever you say. (Candace gets up and prepares to follow the officer outside of the 

courtroom). 

 

Benjamin unscrews the top of his water bottle and takes a gulp as the officers and 

Candace start walking out of the room.  Benjamin starts to pack up his bags as he puts 

the bottle down.  Suddenly, he grabs his chest and starts falling back.  Candace looks 

back with a smirk before she disappears into the backroom. 

 

Benjamin 

Help-- 

 

Witness 

This man needs a doctor! 
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(The bailiff comes back into the room and looks over at Benjamin.  The Chief runs from 

the gallery to grab up Benjamin and lay him down on the floor.  She starts CPR on him 

to try to save his life.  A group of officer surround Benjamin and the Chief as CPR is 

continued to be administered. 

 

FADE OUT 


